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POEM 7 VOCATION:  RABINDRANATH TAGORE 

 

OUTLINE 
The poem gives us an insight into the working of child’s mind. Children, as a rule, hate parental 
checks on their movements and activities. They are curious to see this colourful world at the 
earliest to have ever new exercise. So they hunger for freedom. The sight of birds flying in the 
sky or animals in the forest or fish in the water holds their attention. Likewise they like to go 
about the hawker selling bangles, act like the gardener who soil his clothes, and also the 
watchman who never goes to sleep. These fascinate the child greatly because they are their 
own masters, and nobody rebukes them for their mischievous activities. 
 

PRE-KNOWLEDGE QUESTION ANSWERS 
 
Ques.1 Have you ever heard your inner voice? 
Ans. Yes. 
 
Ques.2 What action have you taken after hearing that voice? 
Ans. I did exactly what my heart said. 
 

SUMMARY 
The poem gives voice to the feelings of a school going boy. He leaves for school at 10 in the 
morning. He sets out on foot when the clock strikes ten. Every day he meets a bangle seller 
selling glass bangles. He goes about at a leisurely pace. He enjoys full freedom. He is under no 
pressure to walk fast or to take a particular rood or reach a definite place, or to return home by 
a fixed time. The boy wishes to enjoy the hawker’s freedom of movement in the road. He 
sweats in the hot sun or gets wet when it rains. He dust or work with spade. 
In the evening through the window he sees and heard the watchman walking up and down the 
lane. 
He carries a lantern. The street lamp with a red light at the tip looks like a giant with a red eye 
in its head. The boy also wants to enjoy the same liberty of walking the street all night. 
 

 
 



 

 
 
DIFFICULT WORDS 
 
1. Gong 
2. Hawker 
3. Crystal 
4. Digging 
5. Spade 
6. Giant 
7. Lantern 
8. Chasing 
 

 
WORD MEANINGS 
 
Word   Meaning 
 
1, Gong a heavy metal disc which is struck with a mallet to produce loud sound 
2. Hawker  a person who goes from street to street to sell things. 
3. Crystal  glass 
4. Hurry on  be quick 
5. Baked  roasted 
6. Lonely  deserted 
7. Shadow  shade 
8. Chasing  following 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
SHORT QUESTION ANSWERS 
 
Ques.1 Who is the speaker in the poem? Who are the people the speaker meets? What are 
they doing? 
Ans.  He is too young to understand life and its needs. He meets three persons almost 
everyday. They are a hawker, a gardener and a watchman. The hawker sells glass bangles, the 
gardener digs the ground and the watch man walks up and down the street all night. 
 
Ques.2 What wishes does the child in the poem make? Why does the child want to be a 
hawker, a gardener, or a watchman? Pick out the lines in each stanza, which tell us this. 
Ans. He wants to be a gardener so as to dig the ground and not mind the hot sun or the rains. 
He finally wants to be a watchman so as to walk freely in the street. It is their freedom from 
checks and rebukes that he envies them. 
 
 
 
Ques.3 Like the child in the poem, you perhaps have your own wishes for yourself. Talk to 
your friend, using “I wish I were….” 
Ans. I wish I were a bird to fly across the sky. 
I wish I were a great leader or a singer.  
I wish I had lots of money to spend. 
I wish I should enjoy  a journey by air. 
 

LONG QUESTION ANSWERS 
 
Ques.1 From the way the child envies the hawker, the gardener and the watchman, we can 
guess that there are many things the child has to do, or must not do. 
 
Make a list of the do’s and don’ts that the child doesn’t like. 
A.   THE CHILD MUST   THE CHILD MUST NOT 

 Go to bed when it gets dark.  Wander in the street. 

 Go to school at 10 a.m.  play when the sun is hot or it is raining. 

 Stay at home at night.   Keep out of the house after dark. 
 
Now add to the list your own complaints about the things you have to do or must not do. 
A.  
1. Not watch TV for more than an hour. 
2. Not handle big implements. 
3. Not to waste time and money. 
4. Must learn lessons and do home work regularly.  



 

 

HOTS QUESTION ANSWERS 
 
When the gong sounds ten in the morning and  
I walk to school by our lane,  
Everyday I meet the hawker crying, “Bangles,  
crystal bangles!” 
There is nothing to hurry him on, there is no  
Road he must take, no place he must go to, no  
time when he must come home. 
 
I wish I were a hawker, spending my day in  
the road, crying, “ Bangles, crystal bangles!” 
 
When at four in the afternoon I come back from  
The school,  
 
I can see through the gate of that house the  
gardener digging the ground. 
He does what he likes with his spade, he soils  
His clothes with dust, nobody takes him to 
Task, if he gets baked in the sun or gets wet.  
I wish I were a gardener digging away at the  
garden with nobody to stop me from digging. 
 
Just as it gets dark in the evening and my  
mother sends me to bed,   
I can see through my open window the  
Watchman walking up and down. 
  
Q1. Name the poem and the poet. 
A. The poem is vocation, written by Rabindra Nath Tagore. 
 
Q2. Who does the boy meet everyday in the lane? 
A.  The boy on his way to school comes across a bangle seller in the lane. 
 
Q.3 What makes him every that man? 
Ans. The boy envies the bangle seller’s freedom of movement in the street. 
 
Q4. What does his wish tell about choice of vocation? 
Ans. The school boy is too young to think rightly. He wishes to choose a vocation that may give 
him full liberty.  



 

 
VALUE BASED QUESTION ANSWERS 
 
Q.1 What central idea did you get from this poem? 
Ans. The poem gives us an insight into the working of child’s mind. Children, as a rule, hate 
paternal checks on their movements and activities. They are curious to see this colourful world 
at the earliest, to have ever new experiences. So they hunger for freedom. The sight of birds 
flying in the sky or animals in the forest or fish in water hold their attention. Likewise they like 
to go about the hawkers selling bangles, act like the gardener who soils his clothes, and also the 
watchman who never goes to sleep. These fascinate the child greatly chiefly because they are 
their own masters, and nobody rebukes them for their mischievious activities.  

 
 
ACTIVITY 
 
1. Find out the different kinds of work done by the people in your neighborhood. Make 
different cards for different kinds of work. You can make the card colourful with picture of 
the persons doing the work. 
A. The world is full of workers. They do different kinds of work. Some activities require great  
skill and experience, others only Physical stamina. I see around me motor mechanics,  
bicycle/ repairers, plumber, masons, physicians, poets and singers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


